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Big Dreams, Big Success

By: Caitlin Marsh

 Jamie Hill, MHS senior, made 
history this past January as the third 
member of her family to be inducted into 
the basketball 1000 point club here at 
Montville High School. The 1000 point 
club is for MHS boys and girls basketball 
players who score 1000 points or more 
throughout their four years of high school 
basketball. Scoring 1000 points was 
definitely one of Hills biggest personal 
goals, and finally became a reality in the 
past two years.  According to Hill, “There 
isn’t an exact amount  I want to reach; 
getting 1000 was the goal and I’m just 
glad I got that!”
 Hill looks back on her big 
moment as one for the books! “It was an 
amazing moment! I was so excited that 
everything I’ve put into basketball finally 
paid off, but I was also trying to focus on 
the game since we were only winning by 
a couple of points. But when they stopped 
the game and Cassidy hugged me, I was 
so happy! It’s a moment I’ll never forget!”
Both of Jamie’s parents scored their 1000th 

shot here at MHS as well. Hill says her 
father played here at MHS, and while her 
mom played at Marianapolis, she actually 
scored her 1000th point here in Montville. 
Therefore, the family all coincidentally 
scored their 1000th point in the same gym! 
 Not only is Jamie a star on the 
court, but a star in the classroom. Hill says 
that she definitely wants to play basketball 
in college, but has declined a couple of 
scholarship offers because the schools 
weren’t academically at the level she 
wants to be at. “I don’t want to sacrifice 
academics for athletics or vice versa, so 
I’m looking at higher academic schools,” 
says Hill.
 Jamie’s success on and off the 
court is inspiring to all. Her story tells us 
that our goals, no matter how big or small, 
can be reached with persistence and focus. 
MHS is proud to call Jamie Hill one of our 
own! 

Jamie Hill dribbles past a defender.                                         photo by: Alex Winakor

Humans of New York
By: Caitlin Marsh
 We become used to the many 
unique faces that we encounter every day; 
the boy with the lip piercing, the girl with 
the large tattoo. However, does this take 
away from their exceptional individuality? 
Brandon Stanton, photographer and 
creator of Humans of New York, 
dedicates his time to shining light on the 
many strange and distinct faces of the 
city’s inhabitants, and teaching us the 
important lesson to never judge a book by 
its cover. Humans of New York, otherwise 
known as HONY, began in 2010 with the 
goal to create a photographic map of the 
people of New York City, but since then 
has captured the attention of millions of 
Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr followers 
across the country.  Stanton’s goal is to 
photograph the less obvious faces and 
more fascinating stories of NYC, such as 
a young girl with an interesting hair style, 
or an elderly couple who share the story of 
their life and love. Stanton says, “I don’t 
view my photographs as photographs of 
people. It’s more of a photograph of an 
interaction with a stranger, and I think the 
power is in that interaction.”
 “It’s a very intimidating thing to 
approach strangers. And having somebody 
do that in your stead and learning these 
stories of these people -- having somebody 
take that risk for you -- and just kind of 
being able to enjoy the benefits of it -- is 
a very powerful feeling, I think.” (CBS 
News, January 2, 2014.) 
 Stanton someday wishes to create 
an entire photographic map of the United 
States using the faces of the people that 
live in each place. Brandon Stanton, and 
the Humans of New York project,  teaches 
us all a very valuable lesson; that you 
should never be quick to judge, because 
the stories  from these sometimes not so 
traditional and diverse looking people, 
are worth a lot more than just a thousand 
words.
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MHS SPORTS
Unified Basketball at MHS

By: Sierra Baker and Staff Editor

 Malik Davis dribbles down the 
court. He passes the ball to Brendon Wood 
who’s at the top of the key. Wood notices 
Kelly Rice is open under the net and gets 
the ball to her. With ease, Rice makes 
the easy layup and gets the points for the 
MHS unified basketball team.
 The MHS unified basketball team 
shows that anyone can be a part of a team 
and attracts people from all backgrounds 
including senior Abigail McAdams. 
McAdams favorite part about helping in 
the program is, “…seeing the smiles on 
kids faces when they score a basket and 
everyone cheers for them.” McAdams 
continues by saying that unified basketball 
differs from other sports not only because 
there are others on the court helping but 
there is comradery between the teams. 
“As much as one team wants to win, they 
still give the other team opportunities to 
score because it’s more about having fun 
than winning.” Freshman Katie Banta also 
helps in the program. Banta was inspire 
by her mother, who was a special needs 

paraprofessional, and says that people 
should join because the lessons learned 
will last even longer than the friendships 
that will be created.
 The team falls under the Special 
Olympics which is a national program 
for special needs athletes across America. 
The unified sports program allows barriers 
to be broken that have kept people apart 
and promotes the inclusion of people 
with intellectual disabilities into society. 
The head coach is Jennifer Gregory and 
the co-coordinator is Allison Delany. 
The team is a mix of students, some 
with intellectual disabilities and some 
without. Each student with disabilities 
has special accommodations to fit their 
needs.“Unified basketball is a way for 
students who wouldn’t normally play 
sports to meet with other athletes to play 
a game of basketball,” explains Delaney. 
The team played in 3 scrimmages and in 1 
tournament that had 4 games. Teams they 
played include NFA and East Lyme.

Malik Davis making a shot during the winter pep rally.      photo by: Alex Winakor

Dennis Rodman Visits 
North Korea
By: Stefanie Szot
 Dennis Rodman made another 
memorable trip to North Korea. On Jan. 
6 he and former NBA stars like Kenney 
Anderson, Cliff Robinson and Vin Baker  
played in a game against the North Korean 
team. The game was called a “birthday 
present” for Kim Jung-Un, leader of North 
Korea, because it fell on his birthday, Jan. 
8. Rodman told The Associated Press that 
he was excited to be a part of this game 
and all money raised at the game would 
go to the deaf in North Korea.
 In the previous month American 
Kenneth Bae was arrested in North Korea 
and put into a labor camp but the reason 
for his arrest is vague and has no merit. 
Rodman has been slammed for not trying 
to persuade his “friend” to release Bae.
 CNN held an interview with 
Rodman and other team mates on Jan. 7 
to get answers to the lingering questions, 
including why he has not tried to help 
free Bae. For the majority of the time, 
basketball player Charles Smith acted 
as the peacemaker and spoke on many 
topics. Rodman seemed to lose control 
when Chris Cuomo, the interviewer, 
mentioned the execution of Kim Jung-
Un’s uncle and Bae. He stood by Kim on 
both problems but on the topic of Bae, he 
said, “If you understand what Kenneth 
Bae did…Do you understand what he did 
in this country? Why he is held captive 
in this country?” Bae’s family is upset 
with the comment because it implies that 
Bae is responsible for his arrest. Rodman 
apologized for his comments and actions, 
saying he had been drinking before the 
interview due to stress.
 The game was played in 
Pyongyang Indoor Stadium in front of 
14,000 people. Rodman kicked off the 
game by singing Happy Birthday to Kim. 
Rodman returned from the trip on the 
Jan. 13 and says that he is “sorry” about 
the situations in North Korea but will be 
returning there soon.
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By: Natalie Smith
 Prude, gay, fat, anorexic, hick, 
blonde. These are all words that members 
of the MHS winterguard have been 
called that made them feel singled out. 
Winterguard is similar to Colorguard 
except it is performed inside on the gym 
floor covered with an individually designed 
tarp or floor. The MHS Winterguard floor 
this year is rectangles cut from last year’s 
postcard floor. There are 16 rectangles that 
begin in a checkerboard formation and 
move throughout the performance. The 
rectangles are flipped over periodically 
until they reveal the other side of each 
rectangle. On one side of the rectangle is 
the discriminatory word and the other side 
is painted teal.  
 In the show, MHS students dance 
across the gym and spin multicolored 
flags to a Florence and the Machine 

Spinning Towards Success

song titled “The Dog Days are Over”. 
The show celebrates individuality and 
overcoming the obstacles of life while 
using the theme of anti-bullying. This is 
prominent in the costumes which are a 
combination of black and white clothing 
of the performer’s choosing that they 
would wear to school. 
 There are 15 people, boys and 
girls, participating this year that are excited 
to join in on the fun. The show includes 
two big flag features spun with flags in 
shades of blue and rainbow respectively. 
In addition to flag work, members spin 
sabers and rifles. Choreographed dancing 
both alone and with partners is included 
as well. 
   Winterguard also has a 
new assistant coach. Coach Crystal is an 
alumni of the MHS guard and was the 

captain during her sophomore through 
senior years. She is excited to be back with 
her home guard and hopes to continue her 
work next year. 

By: Stefanie Szot

 Alex Rodriguez has been 
given a 162 game suspension after 
it was discovered that he was using 
illegal substances and was connected to 
Biogenesis of America. Biogenesis is a 
rejuvenation clinic that has been supplying 
performance enhancing drugs (PEDs) 
to multiple MLB players. Rodriguez 
has been accused of using PEDs before 
and has denied all allegations but it was 
confirmed by the founder of Biogenesis, 
Anthony Bosch, who is the supplier of the 
drugs.
 Bosch sat down with 
correspondent Scott Pelley in a 60 
Minutes interview to discuss Rodriguez’s 
drug use. Bosch first met Rodriguez in 
2010 at a Miami club bathroom where he 
took Rodriguez’s blood to ensure that he 
would pass the MLB drug test. Since then, 

Alex Rodriguez Called Out

Bosch has been supplying a list of human 
growth hormones and testosterone-laced 
gummies. Rodriguez claims that he was 
not aware that the drugs he was taking were 
illegal but Bosh confirms that Rodriguez 
was aware. “Alex cared. Alex wanted to 
know. He would study the product. He 
would study the substances. He would 
study the dosages because he wanted to 
achieve all his human performance or in 
this case, sports performance objectives. 
And the most important one was the 800 
home run club (60 Minutes interview 
found on WebProNews).” Associates of 
Rodriguez have attempted to bribe Bosch 
$20,000 to $25,000 to flee to Columbia 
and step away from the scandal but Bosch 
refused all offers and now fears for his 
life. “After he turned down the offer to lay 
low, Bosch said his ex-girlfriend received 

a text message in Spanish saying Bosch 
would not live to the end of the year 
(quote from NYDailyNews.com).”
 The 162 game suspensions is 
the longest drug-related suspension ever 
given to a MLB player. Rodriguez and his 
lawyer are filing a suit in the U.S. District 
Court saying that arbitrator, Fredric 
Horowitz, ignored the baseball Joint Drug 
Agreement, which states that Rodriguez 
should only be banned from 50 games 
for his first-time drug offence. Horowitz 
defends his decision, saying that long 
duration of the drug use and finding three 
illegal substances makes his decision 
justifiable. The MLB and Major League 
Baseball Player Association (MLBPA) are 
also named in the complaint. Rodriguez 
says the players union did not give fair 
representation and gave the suspension 
without just cause.

 photo by: Michael Lopez
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Official Brian J 

By: Meagan McAdam

 Get your autograph now, because 
junior Brian Johnson may become a 
regular name on your iTunes.
 Johnson is currently an 
independent artist. “I like doing everything 
by myself to get things sounding exactly 
how I want them to be.” On iTunes, he has 
two albums Just Me, which was released 
March 15, 2013, and 12 AM, which was 
released February 1, 2014. Johnson is 
sponsored by Royalty 10 Clothing, who is 
recognized for the lion crest on all their 
clothing. Johnson can be spotted “rocking 
their clothing in school and in interviews 
as well.” 
 Johnson has had plenty of 
performing experience. He performed in 
New York for a series called Make Music 
New York. He often performs in places 
like New London, Mystic and Rhode 
Island. For three consecutive years, 
Johnson has performed in New London’s 
talent show, which usually has over 1,000 
attendees each year. He also performs at 
events for Jammin 107.7 and other hosts. 

Johnson’s latest local performance was at 
Nightingales Acoustic Café  in Old Lyme. 
 Johnson has been surrounded 
by music his whole life. His mother was 
the lead singer in bands, and his father, 
Robert, was a vocalist and disc jockey. 
His aunt and uncle were in a band. 9-year-
old Johnson played small percussion 
instruments with his mother’s band when 
he took the stage for the first time at a 
Defender’s game. “This caused a huge 
spark in my interest and gave me that 
thrill and feeling of performing.” Johnson 
then taught himself, figuring out how to 
use and operate microphones as well as 
mix sound at the age of 12.
  “I want people to be able to listen 
to my music and be able to relate,” says 
Johnson, who plans to major in music 
engineering and production.

Eastern Regional Music 
Festival 
By: Meagan McAdams

 Montville High’s musicians 
continued to proudly represent at this year’s 
Eastern Regional’s, an auditioned festival. 
Every ensemble was represented: Helena 
Sun in orchestra, Shaun Radgowski, Joan 
Miller, Jeffrey Cregeur and Mia Gambone 
in mixed chorus, Brittany Anderson in 
treble choir, Devin Andrews in jazz band 
and Kurt Stoodt in band. 
 Sophomore Shaun Radgowski 
tied for the top score for the tenor part for 
the whole region in his audition, allowing 
him to audition for a quartet to sing the 
national anthem at the concert. Radgowski 
beat out the other student auditioning. “I 
was terrified to audition. I knew I was 
prepared, but I was also aware that there 
were hundreds of great musicians from all 
eastern Connecticut that were auditioning 
alongside me, so it was nerve wracking.” 
All ensembles required auditions, assuring 
that the musicians were the best of the 
region. The music department at MHS 
has done a fantastic job at helping create 
musicians qualified enough to be able to 
participate in these ensembles. 
 “Montville’s music program is 
amazing. The level at which Mr. Sindorf 
and Mr. Cushing teach is outstanding 
and I’m glad to have them as teachers. 
Through their teachings I have the 
knowledge to carry out my musical career 
without the help of a teacher,” says senior 
Devin Andrews.  
 “I did notice some similarities 
between the Eastern Regional’s rehearsals 
and rehearsals here at Montville. Mr. 
Cushing and Mr. Sindorf hold us to very 
high standards here, so it wasn’t something 
completely new,” says Radgowski. 
The music department at Montville High 
School has molded their students into 
musicians talented enough to sing or play 
beside the most talented musicians in 
Eastern Connecticut. There is little doubt 
that more musicians from MHS will 
return.

Brian J’s preformance at the New London Youth Talent Show.        photo by: Alex Winakor
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By: Helena Sun
 The cadence of words rendered 
students and staff breathless during 
the seventh annual Poetry Out Loud 
competition here at MHS. Nearly twenty 
students from all grade levels competed in 
this program run by the Poetry Foundation 
and National Endowment for the Arts. 
Students recited poetry from writers such 
as Robert Frost to Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 
The poetry recited had to be selected 
from the official website, poetryoutloud.
org. Students may not recite any poem, 
or a poem they have written themselves. 
A poem is judged based on the way it is 
conveyed, evidence of comprehension, 
accuracy, difficulty and length. The 
winner that evening was now two-time 
champion senior Stan Kesilewski, who 
is also the only male to have ever won a 
Poetry Out Loud competition at Montville 

MHS’ Annual Poetry Out Loud Competition

High. Kesilewski will then have to 
prepare three poems to recite at the state 
competition, which is held in March. The 
winner of the state competition will then 
advance to nationals, in which 53 states/
districts will compete. The winner of the 
national competition receives a $10,000 
scholarship and national recognition.
 Kesilewski describes why he 
picked his poem, La Figlia che Piange 
by T.S. Eliot. He says, “I like to succeed 
using well known and respected poet’s 
poems. In that way, I pay homage to them. 
Also, when I find a suitable poem, I like 
one that I can either relate to or connect 
with. When I feel like I can portray the 
emotions well, I gravitate towards that 
poem.”
 Tenzin Lepkal, third place 
winner, recited Claude McKay’s America. 

She says, “I learned to recite a poem with 
passion and understanding. I have really 
started to enjoy reading poems.”

By: Meagan McAdams

 Numerous students from 
Montville High School had the 
opportunity to sing in the Eastern 
Connecticut Symphony Chorus. Those 
singers were Nicole Anderson, Brittany 
Anderson and Helena Sun as altos, Mia 
Gambone and Joan Miller as sopranos and 
Jeffrey Cregeur as a tenor. Two teachers, 
Joshua Cushing and Ben Hayes, also sing 
in the choir, both as basses.
 “Auditioning was really fun. All 
the auditions I’ve ever done before have 
made me really nervous but Mark was 
absolutely amazing and made me feel at 
ease,” says junior, Mia Gambone. Senior 
Jeffery Cregeur added, “Auditioning 
was such a relaxed atmosphere because 
the director, Mark Singleton, is a very 
personable and charismatic individual.” 
It was certainly a step up from the choirs 

MHS Represents in the Eastern Connecticut Symphony Chorus 

at MHS. “When I performed with the 
other people in the choir, it was a breath 
of fresh air compared to the high school. I 
can focus more on my individual problems 
rather than worrying about the assistance 
to the other members of the choir,” says 
Cregeur. Gambone also agrees that it 
is a very different atmosphere than the 
choirs here, “Compared to Montville, it’s 
different. Working with adults who have 
so much experience is such a wonderful 
experience for me.” 
 The Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Chorus is the last symphony 
chorus in Connecticut. The chorus has 
performed in China, Greece, Italy, Croatia, 
with the Acadiana Symphony Orchestra in 
Louisiana, and at Carnegie Hall. Director 
Mark Singleton has become one of the 
most sought after directors in Connecticut. 

He has been described as an “exceptional 
talent” and his work as “exemplifying 
choral performance at its finest.” There 
are 84 members, ranging from high 
school students to octogenarians. The 
spring concert will be held on May 3 at 
8 PM at the Garde Arts Theatre in New 
London. The choir will be singing Igor 
Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms and 
Ralph Vaughn Williams’ Serenade to 
Music, featuring the Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Orchestra for both pieces.

Eric Richmond, Poetry Out Loud scorerunner, patiently 
waits for points to be tallied photo by: Alex Winakor
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OPINION
Reviving Resolutions 

By: Ryan Turney

 “I will begin at the start of the new 
year” is a popular phrase among many 
due to resolutions being put into place 
because of a new year. It’s no mystery 
that numerous resolutions fall through 
before they are even put into place. In 
today’s world, everyone wants to become 
something better and with resolutions, 
it almost fills the void that people strive 
to fill.  This is why popular resolutions 
become a mainstream fallback to many 
people’s wants and needs. For example, 
many don’t know what to change about 
themselves even though they know that 
they want to become better during the 
new year. As a result, they go along with 
resolutions made up throughout the years 
to call their own. These resolutions are 
simple ones, containing goals such as 
losing weight or stopping a bad habit or 
reevaluating finances from the previous 
year.  
 To begin, resolutions have been 
proven to be made by more than 40% of 
Americans. Of those 40%, an estimated 

8% (found by the University of Scranton) 
achieve their resolution goals. Another 
major aspect to most resolutions is that 
they are so broad or complicated that a lot 
of people do not know where to even start. 
That is why most should prioritize what 
is important that they want to change, 
and set weekly or monthly goals on how 
they are going to achieve this paramount 
request. If someone makes a laundry list 
of things they want, it wouldn’t be wise 
to try and focus on changing all of those 
things. Without a grasp of the big picture, 
many fail and this is why resolutions turn 
out the way they do. If you don’t want 
to turn out like the majority of the U.S. 
population, take simple and specific steps 
to achieve your goal.
 Resolutions are a touchy topic to 
most. Resolving or changing past issues 
for the New Year is no joke. It takes 
dedication to get what you want, but if 
you do it right, the rewards can become a 
triumphant reality for the new you.

Midterms: More Time, 
Less Stress
By: Caitlin Marsh
 At MHS in the past, midterms 
have taken place during four consecutive 
days, leaving students with less time 
to study and sleep, causing students to 
frantically prepare for each test. This 
year, however, the midterm schedule was 
a bit different and better. Midterms took 
place on a Wednesday and Thursday, 
and then the students had a Friday and 
a long weekend to prepare for their final 
exams on Tuesday and Wednesday of the 
following week.
 Midterms test the accumulation 
of knowledge of five months, so we might 
as well be given the maximum amount of 
time to fully prepare to take the exam. I 
feel that this year’s midterm schedule 
is exactly what all of the MHS students 
needed. Not only did the students have 
four extra days to study, but they had a bit 
more time to rest, and de-stress from the 
past week, and week to come. This also 
allows students to be able to visit with 
teachers in subjects that they may need a 
little extra help in.
  In college, exams are stratified 
over a few weeks, rather than four 
consecutive days. We should realistically 
prepare our students if most wish to attend 
post-secondary education. This year’s 
midterm schedule was ideal because 
students, especially teenagers, need a 
certain amount of sleep each night. If 
teenagers do not get about eight and a 
half hours of sleep because they are up 
studying for the next day’s test, it can 
affect their ability to learn, concentrate 
and effectively solve problems. It is also 
said that lack of sleep can weaken the 
immune system, and who wants to take 
a two-hour exam while fighting a head 
cold?
 This is how the midterm and even 
the final schedule should remain. It is 
enough of a struggle for students to take 
up to eight exams in one week, so why not 
space the exam days out and not stress as 
much?

Quitting smoking is a common New Year’s resolution.                                                 Stock photo



Page 7 The ChiefTain

OPINION

By: Allison Kronk
 Bing translator, news sources, 
scholarship pages, recipes. This is just a 
list of a few widely used sites and topics 
in our school that are now blocked. 
Students and teachers have both seen 
a change in the software when trying to 
use websites that may have previously 
worked. The school started testing new 
software this year and will continue until 
the end of the school year in June. This, 
however, does not mean that the school 
will continue to use this same style of 
blocking. This software is not as negative 
as many think. It gives the schools in the 
district the opportunity to filter by grade 
levels along with search groups such as 
shopping, games and gambling, which is 
something that could not be accomplished 
with the old program. It is important that 
students get the protection that they need 

Filtering Out Knowledge?

as the internet is filled with miscellaneous 
sites that do not contribute to a student’s 
studies.
 MHS senior Briana Angell states 
her concern saying, “I think it prevents 
us from doing simple things such as 
projects,” and many seem to agree, but 
websites are constantly changing and 
the number of sites blocked is updated 
nightly. There is no way to ensure that 
all sites used will not be blocked at some 
point in time. The webpages that are 
blocked are not permanently blocked; 
they can be easily changed to be viewed 
by students if a teacher writes to IT telling 
why it shouldn’t be blocked. “I like when 
people come and say ‘Hey why is this 
blocked? Why isn’t this blocked?’ Bring 
your concerns forward and we can help,” 
said Nic Savoie, IT manager. There is 

a solution to the problems that many 
students are facing, and as long as one 
goes about them the correct way, it can be 
solved. This new system may not be what 
everyone feels is best, but may be what is 
needed.

By: Allison Kronk and Staff Editor

 749,825. This is the number of 
people who were arrested for marijuana 
law violations in 2012. Across America 
people are talking about the debate on 
legalizing marijuana, recently Colorado 
and Washington became the first states in 
the US to legalize this drug, and it seems 
that many states are soon to follow. There 
has always been good and bad feedback 
on how well these states are now doing, 
along with the good and bad aspects of 
this drug in general. 
 People argue that many Americans 
already smoke this drug illegally, so why 
would we not legalize it so the country 
can get a profit and help the US financial 
state, but doing this increases the chance 
of creating more consumers. Many people 
don’t see that as a problem but marijuana 
is considered a gateway drug that can lead 

Recreation or Wrecking Our Nation? 

to the use of other illegal drugs such as 
cocaine or meth. By legalizing marijuana, 
the US is sending a message to kids that 
‘drugs are okay’ and with these children 
being the future of the US, there is concern 
that they will see the legalization of more 
harmful drugs in the future as okay. It is 
proven that in the last 30 years more teens 
think it is okay to do a drug meaning 
there is a higher percent of that generation 
actually doing drugs.
 There are substances potentially 
more harmful, such as cigarettes and 
alcohol, have been legal for years, so why 
is marijuana any different? Today’s teens 
consume alcohol and smoke cigarettes 
regardless of the age restriction and the 
consequences from using these substances 
has constantly been put into their 
heads from a young age. Marijuana is a 

dangerous drug as it can contain harmful 
substances along with the harmful effects 
of the smoke inhalation, but it is argued 
that if legalized, it is possible that the 
FDA could regulate it as they do with 
prescription drugs, which are equally 
dangerous when not used correctly.
 It is hard to clarify what’s right 
from wrong here. Do we risk the downfall 
of the future generations due to legalizing 
a drug? Do we discriminate against 
this drug, despite the many legal and 
dangerous substances we condone now? 
There are many arguments for and against 
the legalization of marijuana and it is hard 
to take a clear stance on the right decision. 
It seems that many states are on the path 
to legalizing this drug, but what no one is 
certain on is how destructive this path will 
be.

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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LIFE
The Cookie Craze

By: Natalie Smith

 It’s that time of year again when 
Girl Scouts start selling Girl Scout 
cookies. People go crazy for Thin Mints 
and Samoas because they can’t get them 
anywhere else and are only sold once a 
year. 
 People go crazy for them now, 
but they weren’t popular a hundred years 
ago. In 1917, cookies were homemade 
by girls and their families. It wasn’t 
until 1934 that the Girl Scouts of Greater 
Philadelphia became the first council to 
sell commercially made cookies. The 
trefoil shape was introduced in 1935 by 
the Girl Scout Federation of Greater New 
York and “Girl Scout Cookies” were 
advertised on the box. Cookies were not 
sold during World War II, but after that, 
sales were in full swing. Currently, there 
are 2 bakeries with 8 varieties of cookies 
each. Bakeries are required to produce 
Thin Mints, Peanut Butter Sandwich 
(Do-si-dos), and Shortbread (Trefoils). 
Other varieties include Samoas, Savannah 
Smiles, Dulce de Leche, Thank U Berry 

Much, and Tagalongs. 
 Girl Scout Cookies teach 
goal setting, decision making, money 
management, people skills, and business 
ethics.  The cookies teach so much, people 
want to buy them and support the Girl 
Scouts and it doesn’t hurt that younger girl 
scouts are so cute trying to peddle their 
cookies. People love the taste of cookies, 
but for those who can’t enjoy Girl Scout 
cookies due to diet purposes there is a gift 
of caring program, or Cookies for Heroes 
that allows customers to buy cookies 
that are then donated to those in need or 
soldiers. People also buy cookies and 
freeze them for the rest of the year. 
 Cookies are $4 a box and are 
preordered until February. Girl Scout 
cookies are delivered in March and many 
troops do cookie booths outside of local 
businesses to raise troop funds. Girl 
Scouts love helping people and selling 
cookies allows them to learn valuable 
skills while doing it. 

Successful Opening for 
Sochi Olympics 
By: Stefanie Szot
 After weeks of fearing a terrorist 
attack during the 2014 Winter Olympic 
Opening Ceremony in Sochi, Russia, 
people could take a breath of relief with 
the ceremony going off without any threats 
or major problems. 40,000 people packed 
into Fisht Olympic Stadium to watch the 
3 hour opening. The ceremony focused on 
Russian history and famous Russians.
 The opening section was titled 
“Dreams of Russia” and showed a video 
of 11-year-old Liza Temnikova playing a 
character named Lyubov, meaning love in 
Russian. She recited the Russian alphabet 
and each letter was associated with a 
famous Russian person or landmark. 
Lyubov floated into the air while she 
dreamt of grabbing the tail of a kite and 
was lifted off stage. While she slept, 9 
Russian landmarks passed beneath her.
 The Sretensky Monastery Men’s 
Choir sung the Russian National Anthem 
and 240 volunteers wearing red, white, 
and blue stood to form the Russian flag. 
The volunteers moved up and down while 
the flag was raised by Sergei Krikalev to 
create a waving flag motion.
 The Parade of Nations was 
led by Greece because they held the 
previous Winter Olympic and the rest 
of the countries followed in order of the 
Russian alphabet. Russia walked out last. 
The ceremony was mainly about classical 
music and large scale productions as each 
performance traveled through Russia’s 
history in the eyes of the children. Putin, 
President of Russia, then declared the 
games open, which was then followed by 
a Swan Lake performance. There were 
more than 3,000 performers and 2,000 
volunteers in the show.
 The Olympic flag was carried 
out and Anna Netrebko sang the Olympic 
National Anthem. Irina Rodnina and 
Vladislav Tretiak jointly lit the Olympic 
cauldron to start the games.

Two of many Girl Scout cookie choices.             Photo By : Alex Winakor
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By: Alex Winakor
“How long have you been a custodian at 
MHS?”

“As a matter of fact, I started in June 
working over the summer and then I was 
officially hired after school started. Prior 
to this, I worked for the Department of 
Corrections as a Corrections officer.”

“What made you stop doing that?”

“It was a 20 year retirement- a mandatory 
20 year retirement. I chose to do 22 years 
and after a while it just got to be a little 
tiresome. It weighed down on me quite a 
bit.”

“Do you ever wish you still did that?”

“No, and to anyone that’s going in, I pray 

Humans of MHS: Eric Boozer

for them constantly because it not a job 
you guys hear a lot of. The closest thing I 
can compare it to is the movie Shawshank 
Redemption. Everything you’ve seen in 
Shawshank Redemption, I’ve seen.”

“Alright, so any last words?”

“I like working here. It’s definitely a 
change of pace. It took me a while to get 
acclimated to the students and everything 
but none the less, it’s something I’m 
enjoying very much so. I applaud your 
teachers because they have a job that was 
similar to mine. They have to teach you 
guys where we have to correct them. If 
you weighed it out, it’d pretty much be 
on the same scale. The only thing about 
us is that we focus more on discipline and 
keeping guys incarcerated where they are 

focused more on teaching you guys and 
letting you guys go.”

By: Ryan Turney

 Chris Christie, New Jersey Gov., 
is in deep water after being allegedly 
linked to emails concerning lane closures 
for four days on the George Washington 
Bridge last September. In politics, being 
blamed for an issue affecting mass 
amounts of people in the community does 
not go over well in achieving a good self-
image. This caused a massive traffic jam 
on the Garden State Parkway side of the 
bridge. Sources say that Christie may 
have done this to get back at the mayor 
of Fort Lee for not endorsing him for re-
election last November. Hoping to run for 
the 2016 presidential election, Christie 
must now try and gain back any ground 
he has lost with the recent allegations in 
order to be a successful candidate in the 
future election.
 Along with the allegations, 

The Christie Scandal

Christie is denying ever being involved in 
this recent uncovering of events. When he 
addressed the state of New Jersey in his 
State of the State speech given on January 
14, he stated that, “Mistakes were clearly 
made.” He added that his administration, 
“…let down the people we are entrusted 
to serve,” which didn’t clearly mention 
his involvement in the recent scandal. 
Many say that he is covering up due 
to unpopularity from these allegations, 
stating that he is clearly not ready for 
the role of president in future but polls 
say otherwise. A study by Quinnipiac 
University states that only 32% of voters 
view Christie as a ‘bully’ and that 93% of 
New Jersey voters have heard and read 
about the traffic jams and two-thirds say 
that the governor didn’t cause the lane 
closures himself. This is a surprising 

statistic considering the severity of this 
event to his administration. 
 Christie continually denies his 
involvement in the subject. He said, “I 
had no knowledge or involvement in this 
issue, in its planning or its execution, and 
I am stunned by the abject stupidity that 
was shown here.” Shooting down any 
allegations is the smartest thing to do at 
his current state in popularity among the 
press and political world, but he is making 
an obvious plea for help from people who 
are criticizing him. According to recent 
polls, Christie is also down a percentage of 
13 points to the former Secretary of State, 
and he was only down 3 points last month. 
Whatever the studies may be, Christie 
has a lot of explaining to do in the future 
months in hope to gain an advantage in 
the 2016 presidential candidacy. 

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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Gabe Diaz and Nick Strecker Sign

By: Ashley Kolasa

 Seniors Gabe Diaz and Nick 
Strecker of Montville High signed 
together for college. Diaz signed with 
Southern Connecticut State University 
to play soccer. Strecker signed with Post 
University to play soccer at division 
2 levels and received an academic 
scholarship. Diaz and Strecker are 
excited to be playing soccer for college. 
Diaz says, “It’s been my dream to play 
collegiate soccer since I was little and it 
feels surreal! And I’m excited to represent 
our school at the next level!” Strecker 
adds, “I’ve always thought about playing 
soccer for college and now I’m going to 
be doing it.”
 Both families are ecstatic, too. 
“My family is very proud of me. My dad 
and brother both played college sports, 
so they are happy for me,” Strecker says. 
Diaz says, “My parents are definitely 
proud! They have supported me and been 
there for me my entire life and their effort, 
love and support has helped me drive 
my career and made me the person I am 

today.” 
Diaz and Strecker are not just going to 
college for soccer. Strecker plans on 
studying criminal justice while Diaz plans 
on studying political science in college 
and being as successful on the field as 
well as in the classroom.
  Even though they are going to 
be saying good-byes to Montville High 
School along with the other seniors, they 
will miss it. They plan on staying friends 
with everyone they have met here. They 
will definitely not forget the Montville 
Boys soccer team, who have been state 
champions in the past, and had a successful 
season this year as well.
 “They have been all like family 
to me, brothers, who I have been there 
playing with me for years. And the coaches 
have felt like family as well,” Diaz says, 
“I’ll miss the relationships developed and 
the pride we had for our school.”
 Strecker adds, “ I’ll miss playing 
for the school the most.”

The Stress Issue
By: Natalie Smith
 Stress is on the rise. High school 
students are stressed out because they 
have too much going on at once. Several 
different classes hold tests on the same 
day on top of regular schoolwork, a job, 
extracurricular activities, and figuring 
out where to go to college. There is not 
enough time in the day to complete it all.
 MHS students deal with all these 
stressors every day. B day teachers made 
midterms worse by assigning homework 
due the day after A day midterms were 
over. Students made a choice, to sleep or 
study. They were going to lose either way. 
Many chose to study but lost valuable 
sleep and were unable to recall the 
information they studied. Teachers also 
felt the stress of having midterms a week 
early and grading them all. Some teachers 
didn’t realize when midterms were and 
had to scramble to make a test a few days 
before.  
 To combat stress, students 
need to get more sleep and make time 
to do necessary things like studying. If 
an extracurricular activity is the main 
stressor, cut it and enjoy the time to relax. 
Say no to an extra shift at work and use 
that time to study or sleep. Don’t study 
for hours on end; take a short break to 
feel rejuvenated. Start projects soon after 
they are assigned to save time for later. 
Make sure to sleep and eat enough to fight 
against sickness that will make a stressful 
life even worse. Spend time burning off 
stress and calories by exercising, whether 
it is walking the dog or shopping. Make a 
schedule and plan ahead. 
 School stress on top of home 
stress is a nightmare but can be fixed. Do 
assignments on time, get some sleep, and 
find time to hang out with friends and 
relax, even if it is studying together. Say 
goodbye to activities that are stressful 
and hello to activities that relieve stress. 
This begins with assimilating what’s most 
important.

Nick Strecker(left) and Gabe Diaz sign letters of intent      photo by:Alex Winakor
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By: Ashley Kolasa
 Being a librarian is tough work, 
helping people all the time, teaching and 
more. Mrs. Julie Perry, our librarian for 
Montville High School, has been working 
here for 7 years and she still loves her 
job. “We get very busy sometimes; a lot 
of people ask for help and sometimes it’s 
hard to make sure everybody is happy.” 
Perry has recently received the monthly 
Montville Marvel award.
 Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Pierie are 
the  helpers in the library during 
the school day. While Perry is teaching 
classes, they are always there to help 
watch study halls and keep the students 
quiet. “If it wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t 
even been able to have study halls in here. 
They are amazing and fantastic. They are 
definitely a big help,” Perry says.
 Perry is also a teacher. She says 

Mrs. Perry: Librarian Superwoman

not many people know this fact. She loves 
being a teacher because she loves being 
able to talk to other teachers along with 
the students and being able to get to know 
them. Teaching is one of her favorite parts 
of her job as a librarian. She also likes to 
be able to collaborate with the teachers 
because she likes to be able to know what 
the teacher’s lesson plans are instead of 
trying to guess what they are teaching. 
She enjoys being able to be included in 
what they are teaching. 
 Work is never done for Perry. “I 
am always busy, always; work is never 
done. It is never boring working in the 
library. Every day is different. You never 
know what’s going to happen in the library 
or the questions that are asked by students 
or teachers. It’s always... interesting.”  

By: Helena Sun

 Bowler hats, scratchy record 
playing and tapping shoes have been 
filling the auditorium after school every 
day. MHS’ drama department presents 
The Drowsy Chaperone. This musical 
comedy is a parody of musical theatre 
adorers. Sophomore Shaun Radgowski 
says, “I like the play because it has a 
very distinct and entertaining style.” The 
play is about a musical theatre fan hoping 
to cure his sadness, so he then begins 
to listen to the fictional 1928 musical, 
The Drowsy Chaperone. The recording 
suddenly becomes alive and surrounds 
him. It is a play within a play. At a 
superficial level, The Drowsy Chaperone 
is about a wedding. Throughout the play, 
the man experiencing this “play within 
a play” wittily comments on the music, 
plot and characters. The play begins with 

MHS Drama Dept. Presents The Drowsy Chaperone

Janet van de Graaf (played by sophomore 
Eleanor Page), a showgirl who is ready to 
leave her career to marry a rich oil man, 
Robert Martin (played by senior Jeffrey 
Cregeur). Two gangsters threaten Janet’s 
wedding if she does not partake in the 
show. Feldzeig, Janet’s producer (played 
by sophomore Meghan Canastar), plans 
to taint Janet’s relationship with Robert 
by having Aldolpho (played by senior 
Stan Kesilewski) attempt to seduce her. At 
the same time, Janet doubts her groom’s 
faithfulness to her, dresses as a French 
maid, and succeeds in tempting Robert 
to kiss her. The play goes on to introduce 
seven other characters and continue the 
hilarious plot.
 President of the drama club, 
senior Joan Miller, says, “It shows how 
important theatre can be to someone. 

The man who is playing the record is 
helped by it. It got him through his father 
leaving him. When you listen to what the 
man says, his story is extremely sad, but 
the musical is so happy. It’s just kind of 
sweet.” This spring’s musical is more of 
an ensemble piece, with songs more easily 
spread out among the cast members.
 The Drowsy Chaperone won 
Tony Awards for Best Book of a 
Musical (Nominees: Bob Martin and 
Don McKellar) and Best Original Score 
(Nominees: Lisa Lambert and Greg 
Morrison). The Broadway production 
opened in May 2006 and closed a little 
more than a year later after showing 674 
performances. The play was also shown in 
over thirty cities within the United States.

     photo by: Mike Lopez
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By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Mr. Stone. This issue’s teacher is 
easily charmed by puns. Some of her 
hobbies include rowing shells with her 
husband during the spring and summer. 
This person says the most adventurous 
activities she has done include white water 
rafting, bobsledding in Utah from the old 
Olympic arena and mogul skiing, which 
she describes as “very fast.” She still wants 
to add another thrilling activity to her 
palette: surfing. She also enjoys cooking. 
She says her favorite food (although she 
enjoys all kinds) would be pizza. She 
says she is “not a big dessert person”. Her 
favorite restaurant is Barcelona, which 
serves tapas. She doesn’t believe in fate 
or horoscopes, but her sign is Cancer. As 
a teenager, she would always practice the 
piano, particularly Scott Joplin’s ragtime 

Guess the Teacher

tunes. She always wears identical socks. 
“One day, I had to drive home because 
I didn’t realize I was wearing a maroon 
sock and a black sock,” she laughs. She 
owns three cats: Molly, Lola and Petey. 
Her dream vacation spots include Alaska, 
Australia and Italy, but the place she 
wishes to visit the most is the Galapagos 
Islands. In high school, she started to learn 
French. In college, she had planned to be a 
French and English double major, but she 
admits she did not feel prepared enough 
from high school. She thinks Italian is 
the coolest sounding language. Her best 
solution to remembering things is writing 
it down, especially with her phone. She 
considers herself a procrastinator. She 
licks the yogurt off of the lid. A pet peeve 
of hers is when people are slow for no 
reason; for instance, bagging groceries 

By: Kevin Fitzgerald

 Connecticut’s election cycle is 
underway with a large field of candidates 
declaring for the state’s top office and a 
shot to challenge incumbent governor 
Dannel Malloy, should he run. Malloy, 
a Democrat who previously served as 
Mayor of Stamford, Connecticut, has yet 
to declare for the November 4 election 
but is expected to run to retain his 
position. Should Malloy choose to run for 
reelection, he will face a difficult race due 
to his history of disappointing approval 
ratings and Connecticut’s slow economic 
growth. Malloy has the advantage of 
being an incumbent able to reallocate 
$505 million in surpluses, a sum he has 
elected to use towards paying down debt, 
increasing the state’s “rainy day fund” and 
giving Connecticut taxpayers a $55 tax 
return each.

Candidates Prepare for Battle for Connecticut’s Governorship

 Notable declared opponents of 
Malloy from the Republican Party include 
Tom Foley, the 2010 Republican nominee 
and former Ambassador to Ireland, State 
Senator Toni Boucher and Connecticut 
Senate Minority Leader John McKinney. 
Candidates have criticized Malloy’s 
controversial policies regarding education, 
taxes and business while promising to 
restore the state’s position of prominence 
in education and to attract employers 
to the state. Programs that will prove 
significant hurdles for Malloy include 
increased teacher evaluations which have 
been called disruptions to the classroom 
environment and have drawn the anger 
of teachers, one of his most loyal voting 
blocks. Another obstacle will be Malloy’s 
flawed business strategy which has turned 
Connecticut into a supermarket for fellow 

governors to shop for jobs to bring to their 
states.
 Foley, who lost to Malloy in 
2010 by less than six thousand votes, is 
considered a leader among Republican 
candidates after declaring his intention 
to run in Waterbury on January 29. Foley 
credits his loss to his poor performance 
in Connecticut’s cities and has chosen to 
focus on urban issues in his campaign, 
saying that “Connecticut’s future is only 
as good as the future of our cities.” Some 
urban leaders remain skeptical of Foley’s 
agenda and argue that budget cuts in 
those key areas may cause them to lose 
ground. With 9 months before the election 
in November for these strategies to be 
put in place, their effectiveness remains 
questionable, but voters can expect both 
an exciting and close election. 

Last issue’s teacher; Mr. Stone
Photo by: Michael Lopez

slowly. When she visited her grandparents 
in New Hampshire as a child, she believed 
in fairies because her grandparents would 
hide miscellaneous objects in the woods.


